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Dear friends,

We are excited that FCP is starting its fourth 
academic year since the organization was 
founded in 2015. We have accomplished a 
lot since then, and we are proud of our many 
students who have used their newly developed 
English speaking skills to improve their own lives 
and give back to the community.

We wanted to take this moment to reflect on the 
2017-2018 school year and to thank our donors 
and volunteers who make it possible to serve 
our wonderful students. Throughout this report, 
you’ll learn more about what we accomplished.

A Note From the Director 

About Friendship Community Project
Friendship Community Project (FCP) is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit dedicated to teaching English language 
and life skills to Iowa City area immigrants and 
refugees. More than 50% of our students are of 
low to moderate income. 

We offer free English classes for adults and 
assist our students in accessing local resources, 
practicing conversation, and getting to know 
people in the community.

Contact us
friendshipcommunityproject@gmail.com

l

We also have much to look forward to now that the 2018-2019 academic year is now underway. 
While it’s still early in the year, we already have 62 students enrolled as of September 2018. 
Current students are from 28 different countries - including Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Tanzania 
and Togo - and speak 18 languages, some of which are quite unique:   Farsi, Ewe, Pashto and 
Euskera.

Sincerely,
Susan Prepejchal



Our 2017-2018 Accomplishments 

Contact us
friendshipcommunityproject@gmail.com

• Taught 143 English language learners in four 
daytime classes, levels beginning to advanced

• Partnered with Iowa City Community School 
District and Neighborhood Centers of Johnson 
County to launch a weekly evening class with 
childcare, reaching a total of 37 beginning 
English language learners.

• Practiced conversation with 37 English 
language learners at weekly conversation 
group for a total of two hours a week.

• Provided Compass test preparation for one 
student during daytime classes. He passed!

• Provided literacy instruction for two 
illiterate English language learners.

• Assisted one student with filling out his 
application for the National Guard.

• Practiced for the Citizenship interview with 
one student. She passed!

Program successes

Student successes

• Partnered with the University of Iowa Rhetoric Department’s Conversation Center and 
MERGE to provide trained UI student volunteers to practice conversation weekly with 
approximately 25 English language learners.

• Launched the Friendship Pals program, matching volunteers with students for weekly 
one-on-one meetings to do simple community activities with 14 matched pairs to date

• Reading discussion with seven advanced English language learners in a book club.



• Four class levels:  Beginner to advanced
• Tutors for special needs students
• Enroll any time during the school year

Our Services
Free English classes
Mon. and Wed., 9:45 am-11:30 am
Good News Bible Church
845 Pepperwood Lane, Iowa City

Conversation practice
Informal, drop-in conversation group
Friday, 10 am-Noon
Lucky’s Market, Community Room

One-on-one and small group conversations with University of Iowa students
Tuesday, 11:30 am-12:30 pm
MERGE building
In partnership with the University of Iowa Conversation Center

Friendship Pals
Volunteers are paired with one of our students 
for simple local activities (getting coffee, taking 
a walk, picking apples, going to a gym, etc.), 
providing companionship and conversation on 
a weekly basis.

• Filling out a job application 
• Finding low-cost immigration legal help
• Finding free medical help
• Studying for the driver’s license test
• Looking at Iowa City bus routes
• Practicing citizenship test questions

Assistance with accessing local resources
We help our students with completing a range of 
tasks that can be challenging for those who are 
new to English. Here are a few examples of tasks 
our volunteers help with:

2018-2019 Calendar

Fall Registration, Sept. 5, 9:45-11 am
First Fall Class, Sept. 10, 9:45-11:30 am
No Class, Nov. 21
Last Fall Class, Dec. 12
Spring Registration, Jan. 30, 9:45-11 am
First Spring Class, Feb. 4, 9:45-11:30 am
Spring Break:  No classes March 17-24
Last Spring Class, May 8



Our English language learners come 
from all over the world, have varying 
educational and socio-economical 
backgrounds, and range in age from 
their early 20s to mid-80s. They are 
united by a desire to learn English and 
feel a greater sense of connection to 
the Iowa City community.

Who does FCP Serve?

Algeria
Benin
Brazil
Cambodia
Cameroon
Chad
Chile
China
Colombia
Democratic Republic of Congo
Dominican Republic
Ecuador

Ethiopia
Honduras
Hungary
Iran
Iraq
Japan
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Malaysia
Mali
Mexico
Mongolia

Peru
Poland
Russia
South Korea
Spain
Sudan
Syria
Taiwan
Togo
Ukraine
Venezuela
Vietnam

During the 2017-2018 academic year, students came 
from 36 countries and spoke 22 different languages.

• Filling out a job application 
• Finding low-cost immigration legal help
• Finding free medical help
• Studying for the driver’s license test
• Looking at Iowa City bus routes
• Practicing citizenship test questions

2018-2019 Calendar

Fall Registration, Sept. 5, 9:45-11 am
First Fall Class, Sept. 10, 9:45-11:30 am
No Class, Nov. 21
Last Fall Class, Dec. 12
Spring Registration, Jan. 30, 9:45-11 am
First Spring Class, Feb. 4, 9:45-11:30 am
Spring Break:  No classes March 17-24
Last Spring Class, May 8



What Our Students Have to Say

“All the knowledge I received during 
two semesters are very useful for me. 
Using this knowledge, I can better 
adapt to my new life in the U.S.”

“Thanks to FCP I volunteer at Table to 
Table, I am comfortable to speak with 
everyone, I make new friends easily. I am 
so grateful to you for helping me to 
feel good and to know many people.”

“Everything I learned, has increased to my social contributing and 
since my first time I knew this place, I am not speechless.”

“I felt very comfortable and in family in 
your English classes. I use the English I 
learned in class everywhere, at home, 
at work even in the church.”



One Student’s Story
Shaarawi Hamid came to the U.S. in search of a better life, but quickly learned his 
opportunities were limited if he didn’t learn English.

“I was looking for a job and went to many places and they would tell me, 
‘You need to learn English.’” 

Shaarawi did not study English in his home country of Sudan, so when he arrived in the 
U.S. in 2016 the only words he knew were “yes” and “no.” He found that most Americans 
were friendly and willing to help him with the language barrier, but employers were 
reluctant to hire someone who didn’t speak the same language.

After a number of interviews but no job offers, Shaarawi was beginning to get 
discouraged. One of his friends told him about Friendship Community Project (FCP) and 
he decided to start taking free English classes.

After three months of studying English with FCP,  Shaarawi landed a job 
interview at Whirlpool.

 He was excited, but also very nervous from his previous rejections during his job hunt. 

He asked Bob Richardson, a FCP volunteer, for help preparing for the interview. Together 
they practiced responses to common interview questions like, “Where did you come 
from?”, “Where did you work before?”, and “How did you hear about Whirlpool?” 

Shaarawi’s preparation paid off and he received a job offer from 
Whirlpool. 

It turned out they asked him many of the questions he had practiced with Bob.

While he enjoys his job and coworkers at Whirlpool, Shaarawi has ambitious plans for the 
future and wants to earn a computer science or engineering degree. He knows that to 
further his education in the U.S., he will need to continue improving his English.

“I promise you can do everything if you learn English,” said Shaarawi. “You 
have to work hard or study hard, and not give up.”



Thanks for your support!

Asih Asikin-Garmager
Julie Bartsch
Emny Nicole Batista de Sousa
Cassandra Day
Sylvia Dean
Thomas Dean
Livia Centeno
Katherine Frye
Madison Genz
Heidi Galer
Mike Gregory
Alexander Goloshchapov
Tim Goloshchapov
Angie Hayes
Nicole Hehr

Emily Huber
Mikayla Huston
Khaled Kayali
Nancy Keith
Mary Jo Langhorne
Darcy Lipsius
John Loomis
Joanne Madsen
Michael Mallie
Lisa Miller
Abdurrahman Moghram
Sue Otto
Nikash Pradhan
Susan Prepejchal
Rob Rehfuss

Robert Richardson
Dona Saforek
George Sauerber
Elmira Taghizadehs
Farhad Taghizadehs
Andras Tasi
Calee Tegrotenhuist
Angeline Vanle
Lorraine Whittington
Amy Welt
Craig Welt
Emily Wilson
Brian Witzke

Volunteers

Livia Centeno 
Community Foundation of Johnson County
Pratiksa Desai
Heidi Galer
Nate Galer
Alexander Goloshchapov
Hills Bank and Trust
Joanne Madsen
Virginia Milan
Franco Pesce
Liuska Pesce
Lam Pham
Van Pham
Elmira Taghizadehs
Farhad Taghizadehs
Thai Flavors
Thien Tran
University of Iowa Community Credit Union
Lorraine Whittington

Donors

Monetary donations are crucial to our program and 
are used to provide modest honoraria to help us 
retain qualified, experienced lead teachers.

Funds are also used to purchase textbooks, 
classroom materials and on-site printing supplies 
such as copy paper and printer toner.

Checks may be mailed to:
 Friendship Community Project
 3223 Shamrock Dr. Iowa City, IA 52245 

Donate online:  
https://fcp-iowa.org/donate

Supporting FCP

Thank you to everyone who helped us build community during the 2017-2018 school year:

We have an ongoing need for teachers and substitute teachers with a background in education, English, 
linguistics or foreign languages.  Volunteers can be classroom assistants and tutors, interpreters, 
conversation partners, fundraisers, technology aides, media developers or Friendship Partners.

Become a volunteer:  volunteering@fcp-iowa.org

Special thanks to Thai Flavors and 
Mellow Mushroom for hosting fundraisers


